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Yet, after we won the war, President
Harry S. Truman believed in the power
of liberty to transform an enemy into an
ally. That’s what he believed. So did a lot
of other Americans. A lot of other Ameri-
cans didn’t agree with him, though. Why
help the enemy? And the enemy couldn’t
become a democracy. You know, there was
a lot of excuses and a lot of pessimism
about the helping the Japanese. But fortu-
nately, they stuck to it. Japan became a
democracy. And today I sit down at the
table with Prime Minister Koizumi, talking
about how to keep the peace we all want,
talking about keeping the peace.

Someday, an American President will be
sitting down with the duly elected leader
from Iraq, talking about the peace in the
greater Middle East, and our children and
our grandchildren will be better off for it.

I believe people in the Middle East want
to live in freedom. That’s what I believe.
The people of Afghanistan showed what
freedom can mean. Do you realize women
stood in line for hours waiting to vote, after
having lived in a society where they had
no rights. And they stood in line to vote,
even though the Taliban were threatening
them with death and destruction. People
want to be free. I believe women in the
greater Middle East want to live in a free
society. I believe moms and dads want to
raise their children in a free and peaceful

world. T believe all these things because
freedom is not America’s gift to the world;
freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to each
man and woman in this world.

It’s the last time I'm going to be in Eau
Claire before the election, but I do want
to thank you for coming. And when I cam-
paigned in your State in 2000, I said if
you gave me a chance to serve, I would
uphold the honor and the dignity of the
office to which I had been elected. With
your help, we will carry Wisconsin, and I
will do so for 4 more years.

God bless. Thank you all for coming.
Thank you for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:49 p.m. at
J&D Manufacturing. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Don and Diana Redetzke, founders,
J&D Manufacturing; Milwaukee County Ex-
ecutive Scott K. Walker; John Gard, speaker,
Wisconsin State Assembly; Dale Schultz,
candidate in Wisconsin’s Third Congres-
sional District; Tim Michels, senatorial can-
didate in Wisconsin, and his wife, Barbara;
Wayne LaPierre, Jr., executive vice president
and chief executive officer, and Chris W.
Cox, Institute for Legislative Action execu-
tive director, National Rifle Association;
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag;
senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al
Zarqawi; and Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi of Japan.

Statement on Signing the Belarus Democracy Act of 2004

October 20, 2004

The Belarus Democracy Act of 2004,
which I signed into law earlier today, will
help the cause of freedom in Belarus. This
bipartisan legislation demonstrates Amer-
ica’s deep concern over events in Belarus
and a commitment to sustain those
Belarusians who must labor in the shadows
to return freedom to their country.
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At a time when freedom is advancing
around the world, Aleksandr Lukashenko
and his Government are turning Belarus
into a regime of repression in the heart
of Europe, its Government isolated from
its neighbors and its people isolated from
each other. We will work with our allies
and partners to assist those seeking to re-
turn Belarus to its rightful place among
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the Euro-Atlantic community of democ-
racies. There is no place in a Europe whole
and free for a regime of this kind.

On October 17, Mr. Lukashenko claimed
victory for referendum results that swept
away constitutional limits on his term in
office. The referendum campaign and con-
current Parliamentary elections were con-
ducted in a climate of abuse and fear.
OSCE and other observers have deter-
mined that this victory was achieved by
fraudulent means.

These actions are the latest in a series
of measures designed to stifle independent
voices within  Belarus. Since 2001,
Belarusian authorities have systematically
repressed independent media, trade unions,
civic organizations, and religious congrega-
tions. The Lukashenka regime has repeat-

edly responded to the peaceful expression
of opposition with beatings, arrests and, in
a number of cases, the disappearance of
opposition leaders.

The Belarus Democracy Act will help us
support those within Belarus who are work-
ing toward democracy. We welcome this
legislation as a means to bolster friends of
freedom and to nurture the growth of
democratic values, habits, and institutions
within Belarus. The fate of Belarus will rest
not with a dictator, but with the students,
trade unionists, civic and religious leaders,
journalists, and all citizens of Belarus claim-
ing freedom for their nation.

Note: H.R. 854, approved October 20, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-347.

Remarks in Downingtown, Pennsylvania

October 21, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I appreciate you all being here. Thanks for
coming. Thanks for coming. I appreciate
such a warm welcome. I'm proud to be
back in Chester County, Pennsylvania. I'm
here to ask for your help. We're less than
two weeks away, when the people get to
go express their opinion in the polls. And
I believe with your help, were going to
win the State of Pennsylvania.

I know a lot of people are working hard
in this campaign, and I am here to thank
you. I want to thank you for putting up
the signs. I want to thank you for making
the phone calls. I want to thank you for
reminding our fellow citizens we have a
duty to go to the polls in a democracy.
And when you get them headed to the
polls, remind them if they want a safer
America, a stronger America, and a better
America, to put me and Dick Cheney back
in office.

So ever since Barbara and Jenna were
young, I've been telling them we're going
to go on the great family camping trip.
[Laughter] I'm sure they envisioned the
Colorado River or the wilds of Alaska, but
no, the great family camping trip turned
out to be the campaign of 2004. And I
can’t tell you—1I cannot tell you how great
it is to have my daughter introduce me
in front of you all. I'm proud of Barbara.
I love her dearly. And I thank you for
joining me, darling.

My only regret, which is I'm sure your
regret, is that Laura is not here—and
Jenna, of course, but she’s with Laura. See,
when I asked Laura to marry me, she said,
“Fine, I will marry you, so long as I never
have to give a speech.” [Laughter] 1 said,
“Okay, you've got a deal.” Fortunately, she
did not hold me to that deal. Laura is giv-
ing a lot of speeches, and when she does,
the American people see a warm, compas-
sionate, strong First Lady.
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